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A Certain (Dis)advantage: Comparison and Itinerant Thinkers

Mickiewicz’'s Parisian Lectures at College de France is one of the foundational acts for
the Slavic comparative literature and for komparatystyka in general. His scandalous, by
many scholarly norms, authorial position initiated and exemplified a perspective that can
be considered a model for comparative inquiries, even though he ultimately sublimated
his displacement into a religious vision and lost the impetus that organized many of his
actions. Nonetheless, he is the diasporic thinker operating within the Romantic
comparison. In my present inquiry | take a transatlantic leap to see how a diasporic
itinerary is inscribed in our contemporaneity by three comparatists from American
academe--lrena Grudzinska-Gross, Svetlana Boym and Olga Solovieva—and their
incisive interventions in some well-trenched spheres of thought.
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